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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This is in reply to amendment after non-final office action, filed on May 29, 



2007. All claims 1-7 are amended. No claims are neither canceled nor added. 



Thus claims 1-7 are pending/ examined. 



2. 



There are 2 independent claims, namely. claims 1 and 6. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



3. Claims 1-7 are allowed. 

Referring to the independent claim 1, the reference on the record namely 
Reifman discloses most of the limitations recited in the respective independent 
claims. 

For instance, regarding independent cliam 1, before the claims was amended, 
Reifman discloses a communication apparatus for performing one-to-one 
communication with another communication apparatus via an IP network, 
comprising: 

• First means for performing an encryption process and/ or an 
authentication process with respect to a packet; [See at least figure 20] 

• Second means for acquiring, from a peer's communication apparatus 
specified by a user of the communication apparatus, presence information 
including information forjudging a communication security environment, 
of said peer's communication apparatus and security policy information 
including an encryption rule and an authentication rule each to be applied 
to packets by said peer's communication apparatus; [column 22, lines 53-55] 
(The security settings display location 1 78 shown in the screen display of figure 

1 7 allows the user to select options as data encryption or authentication) and 
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• Third means for displaying said presence information and said 
security policy information such that said user judges propriety of the 
security policy information based on the presence information and 
allowing the user to partly change the security policy information, said 
first means processing a packet to be transmitted to said peer's 
communication apparatus in accordance with a security policy approved by 
the user. [See figure 20 and column 22, lines 55-column 9] (If the user 
selects the Security Settings display location 1 78 and presses the Change button 
1 72, the IFAX 10 changes to the screen display shown in FIG. 20. The touch- 
sensitive display 24 shows which options are currently selected, and the prompt 
48 instructs the user to select security options and press the OK button 15 8, 
Options that have previously been selected may be deselected by touching the 
corresponding button and selecting the OK button 1 56. The IFAX 1 0 permits 
encryption of a facsimile message by selecting an "Encryption" button 
190. In addition, the IFAX 10 permits the transmission of a digital signature by 
selecting a "Digital Signature" button 192, and an authentication option by 
selecting an "Authentication" button 194. The digital signature causes the 
IFAX 10 to transmit a checksum or other data portion in encrypted form along with 
the encrypted facsimile message. The digital signature allows the receiving 
facsimile machine to determine if the facsimile message has been tampered with 
during transmission. The authentication option attaches an instruction to the 
facsimile message requiring a password to be entered into the recipient facsimile 
machine for the facsimile recipient to read the facsimile message. Thus, there are 
varying degrees of security thai may be easily selected by the user.) 

• However, as applicant persuasively argued, Reifman does not 
disclose the following functional limitation which is recited in the amended 
independent clsdm 1 . 
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"second means for acquiring, from a peer's communication apparatus 
specified by a user of the peer-to-peer communication apparatus, presence 
information including information for judging a communication security 
environment of said peer's communication apparatus." 

And 

**third means for displaying said presence information such that said 
user judges propriety of the security policy information based on the 
presence information" 

None of the prior art of record tsiken singularly or in combination teaches a peer- 
to-peer communication, with the above functional limitation, together with the 
other limitation recited in the respective independent claim 1. For this reason, 
independent claim 1 is found to be novel and are allowed. 
Independent claim 6 recites similar limitation as that of independent claim L 
therefore is allowed for the same reason. 
4. The dependent claims which are dependent on the above independent claims 
1 and 6 being further limiting to the independent claim, definite and enabled by 
the specification are also allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be cleau*ly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



5. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. (See PTO-Form 892). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samson B Lemma whose telephone number is 
571-272-3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 
am— 4: 30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, BARRON JR GILBERTO can be reached on 571-272- 
3799. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtsdned from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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